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Time
a. Year Names
Typically, years were named for the important events which occurred in them; such year names are known since at least the time of Enšakušanna. Years in which nothing of note happened were called mu us-sa Y, ‘the year following the year Y.’ During the ED period there were, however, several other systems in use: in Šurrupak years were named for the person who held the post of bala (‘turn’) and in Fara there may have been a system of dating by regnal years, beginning with mu X lugal-e, ‘the year X became King.’

b. The Calendar
The Sumerian calendar was lunar with each month beginning with the new moon and thus containing 29-30 days. To bring the lunar year of 354 days back into alignment with the solar year of 365 days, intercalary months were declared every 3 years or so. Different cities used different calendars on different schedules and the names often referred to local feasts. In the list that follows the Lagaš/Girsu calendar is rather uncertain, and it is also unusual in that they appear to have used three different calendars at the same time.
 Note that the Sumerians only recognised the two seasons summer and winter. (There is a popular dispute piece featuring the two.) A ‘week’ can be defined by the occurrence of the eš-eš festival on the 1st, 7th, 15th, and 25th day of each month.
	Period
	Lagaš/Girsu
2350 
	Sargon/Gudea
2350 - 2100 
	Šulgi/Ur III
2112 - 2004 
	Nippur
3000 - 311 

	Emeš (summer)
	Mar-Apr
	burumas
ezemsegunanse
sekinkura
	ezemburumas 
	burumas
	barazaggar

	
	Apr-May
	ezemlugaurubarra
ezemseguningirsu
ezemsegunanse
	guraIZImumu
	guraIZImumu
	ezemgusisu

	
	May-Jun
	sigbabaetagarra
uduseseailla
guruimdua
	ezemlisi 
	ezemlisi
	sigusubbagagar

	
	Jun-Jul
	uduseseaillaningirsu
ezembaba
gurudubba
	sunumun 
	sunumun
	sunumun

	
	Jul-Aug
	ezemseguningirsu
	ezemmunugu 
	ezemmunugu
	neIZIgar

	
	Aug-Sep
	guraIZImumu
	ur 
	ezemdumuzi
	kininanna

	Enten (winter)
	Sep-Oct
	ningirsuantasurra-iginginna
	ezembaba
	ur/ezemšulgi
	du–ku

	
	Oct-Nov
	ezemlisi
	musudu
	ezembaba
	apindua

	
	Nov-Dec
	ezemmunugunanse
	mesenDUseanu 
	musudu 
	gangane/
ganganmue

	
	Dec-Jan
	ezemabe
	ezemamaraasi
	amaraasi
	kusu > abe

	
	Jan-Feb
	ezembabaetagarra
	sekina 
	sekina
	udduru

	
	
	
	
	dirisekinku
(Lagaš intercalary)
	

	
	Feb-Mar
	ezembaba
amaraasige
	ezemseilla
	ezemseilla
	sekinku

	
	
	
	
	
	dirisekinku

(intercalary)


Measures
The following chart is from Kramer.

[image: image1.jpg]1—Measures of Length

ﬂ:ﬁ Su-si “finger”
= ks = 30 su-si “cubit”
»ﬁlﬁ‘f gi = 6 kus “reed”
EW gar-(du) = 2 gi

E €5 = 10 gar-(du) “line”
%;&5—— danna = 1800 gar-(du) “league”

One k1§ is about 50 cm. or 20 inches.

2—Measures of Area

ﬁﬂ sar = gak=(dun)? “garden”
] iku — 100 sar “feld”
< bur = 18 iku

7 Sar — 1080 iku

One s ar corresponds to 35 square meters or 376 sq. ft.

3—Meastres of Capacity

mr gin

= sila, = 60 gin
ﬂ gur = 144 sila

Wgur-lugal — 300 sila
Eepri( gur, — 3600 sila

One sila;equals 0.850 liters (almost one-fifth of a gallon).
4—Measures of Weight
fg‘;‘ Se “grain”
E!FY gin =1805se “shekel”
Hv@’ ma-na =60gin “mina”
m gua =60ma-na “talent”

7
Oune m a - n a corresponds to about 500 gr. (approximately 1 pound).




Things are somewhat more complex than this, because a study by Chambon of the ED tablets from Ur indicates that there are at least 6 distinct metrological systems which are applied to different objects.



Numbers
The following chart is also from Kramer.
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� HR&S, pp. 27 f.


� CohenM.


� Kramer:S, p. 107, fig. 4.


� Chambon. 


� Kramer:S, p. 92, fig. 1.
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